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(Emeritus Professor in Food Science & Technology, 

Faculty of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya, 
& Member of Board of Governors, IFSTSL)

Dr. Thilak Siriwardana 
(Cover-Up Deputy Director General, 
Environmental Health, 
Occupational Health & Food Safety,
Food Control Administration Unit, 
Ministry of Health)

Concerns and Strategies to Handle 
Food Safety Along the Plant Food Chain in Sri Lanka

Dr. R.S.K. Keerthisena  
(Former Additional Director General of Agriculture (Research), 
Department of Agriculture)

Food Safety is a 
Shared Responsibility

Opening Remarks
Prof. Niranjala Perera
President, IFSTSL

Moderator
Mr. Dhammika Gunasekara
Executive Committee Member, IFSTSL

Concerns and 
Strategies to Handle 
Food Safety Along the 
Animal Food 
Chain in Sri Lanka

Regulatory Approaches in 
Food Control System of 
Sri Lanka to Ensure Food Safety

Need of a Food Safety 
Policy in Ensuring 
Food Safety in Sri Lanka

Global Changes in 
Food Safety Approach

Dr. Susil Silva 
(Director, Livestock Planning & Economics, 
Department of Animal Production & Health)

Dr. Eresha Mendis 
(Head, Department of Food Science & Technology, 
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya, 
& President Elect, IFSTSL)

Dr. Sapumal Dhanapala MD
(National Professional Officer- 
Emergency Risk Management, 
World Health Organization)

IFSTSL in collaboration with WHO organized an interactive webinar to commemorate world 
food safety day 2021. Focusing food safety, plant health and animal health, speeches were 
aligned to cover food safety issues along the food chain in Sri Lanka and potential strategies to 
handle them successfully (see pages 4-6 for details).

SAFE FOOD NOW FOR A 
HEALTHY TOMORROW

IFSTSL Commemorates World Food Safety Day 2021
th

07  June 2021 from 4 pm to 7 pm via zoom
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The incident
The ship MV X-press Pearl arrived in Colombo on the 19th May and 
was anchored about 9.5 km from the Colombo Port. On the 20th 
May, the ship reported smoke from the cargo hold and on the 21st 
May, the vessel reported a fire on the deck. On May the 22nd, the 
ship reported smoke and an explosion occurred in the cargo hold no. 
2 and the entire ship was on fire. Attempts by Sri Lanka authorities to 
extinguish the fire were unsuccessful and Indian Navy ships that 
arrived two days after the eruption of fire could not contain it which 
lasted for 13 days. Efforts to move the ship into deeper waters failed 
and the ship remains stuck to the sea floor at a distance of 9.5 km 
from the Colombo Port.

The vessel was transporting 1486 containers with a mixed variety of 
cargo and 81 of these containers were declared as carrying 
hazardous cargo. The contents of cargo include 25 tons of nitric acid, 
78 tons of low-density polyethylene (LDPE) pellets, sodium 
methoxide, lead, methanol, vinyl acetate, epoxy resins, sulphur, 
engine oil and an assortment of other goods. A fair amount of these 
materials has been burnt during the fire, but substantial amounts of 
these materials are still intact in the sunken shipwreck.

The IFSTSL along with PROPEL LANKA (expatriate group of experts in 
USA committed to assist Sri Lanka on technical matters) organized a 
discussion on 15th June participated by several Cabinet Ministers to 
understand the potential threats arising from the Shipwreck. Dr. 
Eresha Mendis coordinated the event.

Given the immensity of the above disaster and its serious far-
reaching economic, environmental, social and health/food safety 
implications, the NSF in keeping with its mandate took the initiative 
to mobilize and harness relevant Sri Lankan scientists and experts at 
home and abroad to  reflect on the above disaster to recommend 
interventions (immediate, short-, medium- and long-term) needed 
and formulate a brief report on impact mitigation and damage 
control of the above disaster. The digital platform constructed by the 
NSF facilitated harnessing of some world-class Sri Lankan scientists 
in this connection whose contribution enhanced and enriched the 
deliberations. The NSF organized a webinar on 26 June 2021 to 
examine the consequences of the recent shipwreck near Colombo 
harbour.
The suggestions and recommendations given in this report emanate 
from the discussions held by the NSF and by the IFSTSL. 

Recommendations

1. Environmental Monitoring
Start a comprehensive programme to monitor environmental 
contaminants in the immediate vicinity of the shipwreck and in other 
areas of the coast. 
National Aquatic Research Agency (NARA) has already commenced 
the analysis of water, sediment and plankton samples on a regular 
basis. In this regard, there is a need to strengthen the analytical 
facilities available at NARA and collaborating universities. Although 
expertise is available, advanced instruments for monitoring are 
scarce. It is important to highlight that the existing expertise, 
resources and facilities, are dispersed/localized in various marine 
and maritime institutions. Thus, in line with the proposed central 
body to monitor environmental effects of marine disasters, a 
comprehensive database should be developed, allowing easy 
identification and access to existing resources.

Recommendations forwarded to Government 
authorities seeking to mitigate the impact and 
control damage of the 
MV X-Press Pearl Cargo Shipwreck

Establish a laboratory network with facilities and accreditation 
established to respond to analytical needs It is also necessary to 
ensure standardisation and accreditation through the Sri Lanka 
Standards Institution (SLSI) and Sri Lanka Accreditation Board 
(SLAB). Here, internationally accepted laboratory accreditation is 
important to claim compensation and pursue legal action. Experts 
also suggest the use of automated systems such as under water 
robotics to facilitate monitoring at and around the location where 
the disaster took place given the possible exposure to hazardous 
materials in water. In the long run, it is important establish a 
Biomonitoring National Network complemented with a National 
Spatial Data Management System to meet the needs of 
environmental monitoring in Sri Lanka.

2. Containment of oil spills
The shipwreck should be under 24-hour surveillance particularly for 
oil spills which need removal before the waves disperse them into a 
larger area. The ship had 322 tons of bunker fuel and a large number 
of containers containing lubricating oils. Graphite based oil 
adsorbents developed at the University of Peradeniya offers an 
effective  solution to remove oil spills. Development of large mats 
with graphite should be financed and further research on these 
materials should be encouraged. The University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura has examined the potential application of biochar 
from bioenergy plants for oil spill remediation. Further research on 
such materials and development of large mats with graphite, 
biochar and other potential materials should be promoted and  
funded.

3. Removal of the shipwreck and associate containers
It is important to remove the containers on the wrecked  ship and all 
debris  emanating from the disaster which may contain hazardous 
materials and bring to them ashore  so that further release  of toxic 
chemicals the marine environment can be avoided. Besides, it will 
provide safe environment and navigation to fisherman.

4. Plastic beads
Several tons of plastic beads have been collected and stored 
awaiting disposal. It is important to study how these materials can 
be reused. The plastics industry should be encouraged to use them 
after separating the sand and other debris which can be achieved 
through a simple process. 

5. Marine life
Latest marine life losses have been given as 178 turtles, 20 dolphins 
and 04 whales, illustrating the enormity of the problem. It needs to 
be emphasized that the mortality outbreaks should be looked at 
from a diagnostic point of view to understand the pathogenesis of 
these mortalities to understand the real cause of death. A complete 
histopathological testing of tissues and specific testing for the 
presence of any suspected toxins should be undertaken to 
determine the exact course of death. However, this cannot be 
accomplished by the marine biologists alone. Existing veterinary 
diagnostic services are inadequate to conduct in a prompt and 
accurate disease diagnosis. Therefore, in the long run, 
scientists/veterinarians who are involved in marine animal disease 
diagnosis should be provided with specialized training in this aspect. 
Further, it is timely to establish central diagnostic facility for marine 
animal disease diagnosis and research considering the degree of 
marine pollution and frequency of maritime accidents. 

Emeritus Professor Upali Samarajeewa
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6. Establish a central body to monitor environmental effects of 
marine disasters
There are a number of institutions that have interests in the ocean. 
These include NARA, Marine Environment Pollution Authority 
(MEPA), Coast Conservation Department, Ministry of Fisheries and 
the Ocean University of Sri Lanka. In addition, there are a number of 
Universities, particularly the University of Ruhuna with a Faculty of 
Fisheries, Marine Sciences and Technology where research related to 
marine life and its environment is conducted. It is important to have a 
Central Body encompassing all these Institutions to deal with 
maritime disasters such as the recent shipwreck. More, only the 
Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) is legally empowered to 
collect and conduct post-mortem examinations of dead sea animals. 
The proposed Central Body mentioned above should be empowered 
with authority to carry out the task of conducting necropsies in order 
to assess the severe implications on marine life. We recommend that 
this Central Board be institutionalized at NARA along with 
representations from all other relevant institutions. This central 
body should commission a dedicated vessel for oceanographic 
monitoring and research. This will enable continuous collection and 
monitoring of important oceanographic information as Sri Lanka is 
an island nation located in a highly strategic location within the 
Indian Ocean which sustains heavy marine traffic.

7. Establish a coastal ocean forecast system and surface current 
monitoring system
Coastal Ocean Forecasting Systems (COFS) that provide short term 
forecasts of winds, currents, waves and storm surges are of crucial 
importance for maritime safety and dealing with maritime accidents. 
These forecasts can considerably reduce the potential risk and 
uncertainty encountered by marine industries, maritime transport 
and defence.

Surface Current Monitoring Systems are also important for 
monitoring the movement and effective management of buoyant 
matter such as oil, chemical spills and marine debris such as plastics 
which can be  transported over a long distance by sea currents. High 
Frequency Radar (HFR) should be employed for the real time 
monitoring of coastal currents.

With computer modelling, it is possible to stimulate ocean currents 
and to track down the distribution of buoyant particles such as 
polyethylene pellets. Enhancing the competence of local scientists 
with computer modelling and generating the requisite data in this 
regard will benefit the fisheries sector immensely.

Prof. Ranjith Senaratne   National Science Foundation

Prof Charitha Pattiaratchi University of Western Australia, Australia

Prof. Dayanthi Nugegoda� RMIT University, Australia

Mr. C. Nanayakkara  Propel Lanka, USA

Dr. Naresh Handagama Propel Lanka, USA

Dr. Bandula Wijay  Propel Lanka, USA

Dr Amila Abeynayaka  Tokyo City University, Japan

Dr Kavinda Gunasekara� Geo-Informatics Centre, AIT, Thailand 

Prof. R M G Rajapakse  University of Peradeniya

Emeritus Prof. Upali Samarajeewa  IFSTSL

Prof. Sarath Kotagama  University of Colombo

Prof. J K D S Jayanetti�  University of Colombo/General President, SLASS

Prof. Ajith de Alwis  University of Moratuwa

Prof. Nalin Ratnayake  University of Moratuwa

Prof. O A Illeperuma  University of Peradeniya

Prof. Ruchira Cumaranatunga University of Ruhuna

Prof. Meththika Vithanage  University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Prof. Prashanthi Gunawardane University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Prof. Prasad Jayaweera University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Dr Anushka Upamali Rajapaksha University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Dr Palitha Kithsiri�  NARA

Dr Turney Pradeep Kumara University of Ruhuna/MEPA

Dr. Eresha Mendis  IFSTSL

Prof. Niranjala Perera  IFSTSL

Dr Indrajith Nissanka  University of Moratuwa

Dr Avanthi Igalavithana University of Peradeniya

Mr A S Mahaliyana  Uva-Wellassa University of Sri Lanka

Participants:

Legal implications
Ensure compliance with international best practices/ maritime 
conventions  

Lack of joining and participation in maritime conventions hinder 

avenues open for redress. Therefore, it is important to ratify 

International Maritime Conventions such as MARPOL, London HNS, 

Nairobi convention on shipwrecks etc.

Given the multi-faced nature of marine disasters, they demand a 

holistic approach by a multi-disciplinary team, including 

oceanographers, environmentalists, toxicologists, veterinary 

diagnosticians and marine biologists and lawyers in order to assess 

and mitigate the impact of disaster and restore damaged 

ecosystems. 

Online discussion forum organized by IFSTSL in collaboration with PROPEL LANKA 
(expatriate group of experts in USA committed to assist Sri Lanka on technical matters) 

th
on 15  June 2021 



I N S T I T U T E O F F O O D S C I E N C E & T E C H N O L O G Y S R I L A N K A 

- 04 -

The theme of World Food Safety Day 2021 'Safe food today for 

a healthy tomorrow', stresses that production and 

consumption of safe food has immediate and long-term 

benefits for people, the planet and the economy. Recognizing 

the systemic connections between the health of people, 

animals, plants, the environment and the economy will help us 

meet the needs of the future. 

In line with the theme of 2021, Institute of Food Science and 

Technology Sri Lanka conducted a webinar titled “Safe Food 
thNow for a Healthy Tomorrow” on 7  June 2021 via zoom 

platform. Introductory remarks were delivered by Prof. 

Niranjala Perera explaining the role of Institute of Food Science 

& Technology in educating the food sector covering science 

and technology aspects especially food safety.

The presentations at the webinar addressed Global Changes in 

Food Safety  Approach (Emer i tus  Professor  Upal i 

Samarajeewa), Regulatory Approaches in Food Control System 

in Sri Lanka to Ensure Food Safety (Dr. Thilak Siriwardana), 

Concerns and Strategies to Handle Food Safety Along the Plant 

Food Chain in Sri Lanka (Dr. R. S. K. Keerthisena), Concerns and 

World Food Safety Day Celebrations 2021
Strategies to Handle Food Safety Along the Animal Food Chain 

in Sri Lanka (Dr. Susil Silva), Need of Food Safety Policy in 

Ensuring Food Safety in Sri Lanka (Dr. Eresha Mendis) and Food 

Safety is a Shared Responsibility (Dr. Sapumal Dhanapala). The 

panel of speakers represented all sectors of the Sri Lankan 

organizations committed to ensure food safety at national 

level. 

The interactions emphasized the need to move for  new food 

safety-oriented legislations, and to be more effectively 

interactive among the stakeholders at ministerial, 

administrative and operation levels. The food safety policy 

under discussion currently  would pave the wave for a new 

management system operating at a higher level. Increased 

interactions with the consumers to educate them on the right 

concepts of food safety management was felt as the need of 

the day. 

Mr. Dhammika Gunasekara, an executive committee member 

of IFSTSL moderated the event and Dr. Eresha Mendis, 

president elect IFSTSL coordinated the event.
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tlai;a cd;Skaf.a ixúOdkh cqks 7 Èk jd¾Isl f,dal wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;d Èkh f,i kï lr we;' fuu ks.ukhg t<UqfKa 
2018 jif¾ foieïn¾ ui h' tu.ska ck;djf.a Ôjk meje;au yd 
ñksidf.a fi!LHh fj; wdydr u.ska isÿúh yels wksis n,mEï 
f;areï .ekSu n,dfmdfrd;a;= úh' tjeks wksis n,mEï úoHd;aul 
weilska jgydf.k tu oekqu mokï fldg.;a u. fmkaùula 
fj; fhduqùu" fuu Èkh kï lsÍfï mq¿,a mrud¾:hhs' kj 
;dlaIKh fhdod.ksñka wdydr l¾udka;h ÈhqKqùu yuqfõ" wdydr 
cd;Hka;r fj<|fmdf<ys jeo.;a fj<| NdKavhla njg m;aúh' 
úúO ixialD;Skag wkqj ieliqkq wdydr yd wdydr mqreÿ" rgj,a 
w;r ixl%uKh ùu uE; hq.fha§ isÿúh' tu miqìfuys wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;djh ms<sn| oekqu ÈhqKq lsÍfï kj uxfm;a fj; 
cd;Hka;rh fhduqúh'

2021 jifrys wdydr wdrlaIs;;d f;audj zzfyg oji ksfrda.su;a 
ùu i|yd wo wdydr wdrlaIs;;djhg lemfjuq˜ hkakhs' fuu 
jif¾ f;audj fhduq jkafka wdydr wdrlaIs;;d Wjÿre 
y÷kdf.k je,elaùu yd" wdydrhkag Wjÿre tlajk 
ia:dk fidhd.ekSu fj;h' tu y÷kd.ekSu 
wdydr wdrlaIs;;d l<ukdlrKh i|yd 
Wmfhda.S lr.kq ,efí' wdydr wdrlaIs;;d 
l<ukdlrKh úúO wdldrhkaf.ka 
foaYhl wdydr iq,n;djh yd uyck 
fi!LHh flfrys n,mdhs' rgl 
wd¾Ól Wkak;sh" lDIsld¾ñl 
ksIamdokh" wdydr wmkhkh yd 
úfoaYSh ixpdrlhka wdl¾IKho 
wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh yd ne£ 
mj;S' wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh rgl 
È. =l d, sk ixj¾Okhg u. 
fmkajhs'

wm nqÈk wdydrfha wdrlaIs;;djh 
/£ mj;skafka wdydr odufhys mqrela 
l%shd;aul jk wdldrh u;h' f.dúhka" 
wdydr l¾udka;lrejka" m%jdyklrejka" 
.nvdlrejka" fj<÷ka" fndcqka ms,sfh, 
lrkakka yd ms<s.kajkakka f.a lemjQ 
l%udKql=, l%shdj,shka iuqodhla wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh 
fj; fhduqfõ' Tjqka i;= iduqysl j.lSu yd" ;u mqreflys 
b,lalhka iïu;hkag wkql=,j bgq lsÍu wdydr wdrlaIs;;d 
oduh mj;ajd.ekSfï§ jeo.;ah'

wdydr iu. fi!LHhg wys;lr foa isrerg we;=¿ùu" iEu 
mqrjeisfhl=gu tl yd iudkj n,mdhs' l=vd orejka" uy¿úfha 
miqjkakka yd" frda.Sj ÿ¾j,jQjka" wdrlaIs;;djh m¨ÿjQ wdydr 
mßfNdackh ksid jvd;a myiqfjkau frda.Sfõ' wdrlaIs;;djh m¨ÿ 
jQ wdydr ksid f,dal ck.yKfhka ñ,shk 600 la muK jirlg 
frda.Sfõ' Tjqka w;ßka 420"000 g Ôú; wysñjk nj f,dal fi!LH 
ixúOdkh fmkajd foa' fuu jd¾;d.; isoaëkag wu;rj ;j 
fldf;l=;a wdydr uq,afldg.;a wdndO yd ðú; wysñùï isÿjkq 
we;' fuf,i Ôú; wysñ jkakkaf.ka ishhg ;syla jhi 5g wvq 
orejka ùu wjdikdjls' fuu ;;ajfhka ñ§fï j.lSu iudcfha 
yeufok fj;u taldldrj fn§ mj;S'

fuu j.lSu fkdmels,j l%shd;aul lsÍu wdydr odufhys ieu 
fldgialrejl=f.au hq; =luh' rchla ieuúgu wdydr 

wdrlaIs;;djh /flk kS;s yd fr.=,dis ìys lsÍu;a" tajd 
l%shd;aul lsÍug wjYH oekqï" udkj yd wksl=;a iïm;a 
l%shd;aulj talrdYS lsÍu;a bgq lrhs' miq.sh oYlh ;=, wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;djh b,lal fldg.;a kj wdydr wdrlaIs;;d mk;a 
úúO rgj, kS;s .;jqks' fï w;r hqfrdamd yjq, ^2002&" Ökh 
^2008&" bkaÈhdj ^2011&" mdlsia:dkh - mkacdnh ^2011&" weußldj 
^2012&" lekvdj ̂ 2012&" nx.a,dfoaYh ̂ 2015&" TiafÜ%,shdj ̂ 2017& yd" 
cmdkh ̂ 2020& lemS fmfka' tu rdcHhka kj kS;s l%shd;aul lsÍu 
u.ska ;u wdydr cd,hkays wdrlaIs;;djh /l.ekSug iu;aù we;' 
uE; hq.fha§ Y%S ,xldj uqyqK mE fmd,af;,a yryd we*a,fgdlaiska 
wm wdydrhkg tl;=ùfï ;¾ckh jeks wNsfhda.hkg kj wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;d mk;a l%shd;aul jk rgj,a újr fkdfõ' wkdrlaIs; 
wdydr tjeks rglg we;=¿jk keõ fyda .=jka f;dgqfmdf,ys § u 
m%;slafIam lrkq we;' wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh cd;Hka;r 
fj<odfuys ;SrKd;aul idOlhls' fuu wjYH;djh b,lal 
fldgf.k wdydr yd lDIsl¾u ixúOdkh yd f,dal fi!LH 
ixúOdkh zfldfvlaiaZ kñka ye¢kafjk taldnoaO ;dlaI‚l 
wkqlñgqjla l% shd;aul lr we;' fuu lñgqj wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;djh /l.ekSu i|yd cd;Hka;rj l%shd;aul l,hq;= 

fr.=,dis 200 lg wdikak m%udKhla ia:dms; lr we;' 
fuu fr. =,di s u qo, a f.ùulsk a f;drj 

wka;¾cd,fhka nd.; yelsh' tu.ska f,dj 
iEu jeisfhl=gu taldldrj wdrlaIdldÍ 

wdydr ,nd.ekSug u. mEfoa' tu 
lñgqfjys iïmq¾K ku zCodex 

Alimentarius Commission' f,i 
y e ¢k a fõ '  Y % S  , xl d  w d y d r 
l,ukdlrK moaO;sh mq¾Kf,i 
zfldfvlaiaZ fr.=,dis j,g wkq.; 
jkafkakï" uilg lsysmjrlau 
f,dal fj<| fmdf,ys§ isÿjk 
wkdrlaIs; Y% S ,dxlsl wdydr 
m%;slafIamùu j<ld.; yelsh'
rgl wdydr ksIamdokfha m%uqL;ajh 
orkafka f.dú;ekh' fuh t<j¿" 

m,;=re" OdkH" udxY" lsß" u;aiH wd§ 
ksIamdok fldgia jYfhka fjkal< 

yelsh' fï iEu wdydr ksIamdokhlgu 
fhdod.kakd fmdfydr" ta i|yd iqÿiq c,h" 

ks¾foaYs; m,sfndaOkdYl yd ks¾foaYs; i;aj 
fnfy;a we;' wdydr ksIamdokfha§ fhdod.kakd tla 

tla øjHh ms,sn| kS;s yd Wmfoia fukau" m%udKhkao fhÈh 
hq;= ld,iSudjkao úoHd;aulj m%ldYfldg we;' tu f;dr;=re 
f.dùka fj; ,nd§u wod, rdcH wdh;k u.ska bgqfõ' wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;djh ms<sn| ukd jegySulska hq;=j" wod, ks¾foaYs; 
iSudjka ;=, fuu l%shdjka bgqlsÍu mdßfNda.slfhda f.dùkaf.ka 
n,dfmdfrd;a;=fõ'

f.dúfmdf<ys ksmofjk wdydruh wuqøjH tla;rd m%udKhla" 
ld¾ñl ieliSu fj; fhduqfõ' ld¾ñl ieliqï jHdmdrhkays§ 
l%shd;aul úh hq;= wdldrh" tla lsÍug wjir we;s úúO wdl,k 
iSudjka yd" .nvd l,hq;= YS;d.dr ;;ajhka wdydr kS;s hgf;a 
meyeÈ,s fldg we;' ;jo fhdod.; hq;= weiqreï j¾. yd f,an, 
j, i|yka úhhq;= lreKqo wdydr kS;s hgf;a fmkajd we;' fuu 
kS;s ilia ù we;af;a mdßfNda.sl wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh fmroeß 
fldgf.kh' cd;sl yd cd;Hka;r kS;Skag wkql+,j wdydr 
ieliSfï§" .nvdlsÍfï§ yd fj<|fmd, fj; bÈßm;a lsÍfï§ 
ksjerÈ ms<sfj;a wkq.ukh lsÍu wdydr ksIamdok odufha 
ieufokf.au j.lSuh'

f,dal wdydr wdrlaIs;;d Èkh yd 
Y%S ,dxlsl wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh
iïudks; uydpd¾h Wmd,s iurÔj
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fuf,i ld¾ñl ieliSug Ndckh fkdjk kejqï m,;=re yd 
t<j¿ f.dúìfuys isg fj<|fmd, fj; m%jdykh flf¾' 
m%jdykhg WÑ; f,i t<j¿ yd w,j¾. j, we;s uq,a yd mia 
iys; fldgia bj;a lsÍu jeo.;ah' m%jdykh i|yd ks¾foaYs; 
ma,diaála weiqreï fmÜá fhdod.ekSu wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh i|yd 
WmldÍfõ' fk,d.;a m,;=re yd t<j¿ wiajekak fmdf,dj iu. 
.eàfï§" frda.ldrl nelaàßhdjka ta u; ;ekam;a fõ' f;a o¿ 
fõje,a l+vhlg fk,d.ekSu yd fk,d.;a o¿ ma,diaála 
we;sß,a,la u; f;aÍu" mia iu. wiajekak ;jÿrg;a .eàu 
je,laùfï id¾:l l%uhls' tu.ska f;a ksIamdokfhda fmdf<dfjys 
isák frda.ldrl CIqøÔúkaf.ka isÿúh yels wdydr wdrlaIs;;d 
Wjÿre iyuq,skau md,kh lr.kS' fuu l%uh wksl=;a t<j¿ yd 
m,;=re wiajekak fk,k iEu wjia:djlu fhdod.; yelsh'

r;a fkdfldg fyda wvq r;alsÍulska miqj wkqNj lrk i,do 
fld<" m,d j¾." ;lald,s" rg¿EKq" lerÜ jeks kejqï t<j¿ u; 
myiqfjka jefvk nelaàßhd u.ska mdßfNda.slhka frda.S flf¾' 
fujeks wdydruh wuqøjH fia§fï§ wmsßisÿ c,h fhdod.ekSu;a" 
gexlshl c,h bj;a fkdfldg kej; kej; f.dú ksIamdok 
fia§u;a u.ska" frda. ldrl nelaàßhd iS.%fhka l%shd;aul ùu 
isÿfõ' .,dhk c,h fhdod fkdf.k gexlshl fia§fï§ 
wuqøjHhkaf.ka msgjk ridhksl c,fhys idkaøKh ù" miqj 
fidaok wuqøjH u;g Wrd.kS' ridhksl ¥Ildrl Wrd.ekSu ksid 
tjeks t<j¿ yd m,;=re fi!LHhg wys;lr fõ' tlai;a 
cd;Skaf.a ixúOdkh" 2021 jir m,;=re yd t<j¿ ms<sn|j 
lemjqKq jir f,i kï lr we;' kejqï m,;=re yd t<j¿ 
ksIamdok iq,n lsÍfï wjYH;djh yd ta yryd frda.ldrl Ôùka 
yd ridhk ñksia isrerg tlaùu md,kfhys jeo.;alu fuu.ska 
fmkajhs'

udkj ixy;sfha meje;au /£ we;af;a wdydruh uQ,sl Yla;s m%Njh 
jk OdkH wkqNjh u;h' OdkH fukau rglcq yd nvbßÕ= jeks 
wegj¾.o" wiajkq fk,d.ekSfuka miqj wõfõ úh,d udi 
lsysmhla l,a;nd.kq ,efí' .nvdlrKhg fmr OdkH yd 
wegj¾. úh,d tajdfha f;;ukh 7] f;la wvqlr .;hq;=h' 
f;;uk md,kfhka f;dr .nvdlrKfha§" OdkH yd wegj¾. 
u; mqia jefâ' mqia u.ska ksmofjk úI" wdydr wdrlaIs;;djhg 
m%n, ;¾ckhls' úI j¾. úfgl oreKq ms<sldldrl f,i ñksia 
isrer ;=, l%shd;aul fõ' wdydrhl u;=msg jeã we;s mqia msiod 
bj;a lsÍfuka fyda" c,fhka fia§fuka m,la ke;' mqia wdydrhla 
u; jefvk úg tys uq,a wdydrh ;=,g we;=¿ù tu úI wdydrh ;=, 
;ekam;a lrhs' tjeks mqia jevqk wdydrhl mj;sk úI ld¾ñlj 
fyda" msiSfuka fyda fjk;a lsisu l%uhlska bj;afldg wdrlaIdldÍ 
l, fkdyel'

n;a" t<j¿ yd uia udxY msiSfï ,dxlsl iïu;h ;=, ielfik 
fndcqka" fjkiajk iudc wjYH;djhka ksid melÜ f,i fyda 
fjk;a jdkscuh wdldrhkaf.ka wkqNjh i|yd bÈßm;a flf¾' 
fuu l%shdj,sfha§ msiqKq fndcqka u;g ms<sfh< lrkakka yd 
wkqNjhg bÈßm;a lrkakkaf.a w;aj,ska frd a.ldrl 
nelaàßhdjka tlaùfï wjodku we;' lEu melÜgqjl nyq,ju 
frda.ldrl nelaàßhdjka mj;skafka" msiSug Ndckh fkdjQ 
m,dfld< yd i,do ;=,h' fj<|dula f,i W;aij i|yd fndcqka 
melÜ ms<sfh< lsÍfï§ wdydr jeä mßudjka f,i msi" meh 3 lg 
wêl ld,hla ;nd.ekSu ksid" nelaàßhd .yKh frda.ldÍ uÜgï 
olajd wêl fõ' tu.ska isÿjk frda.S ;;ajhka mqj;a m;a u.ska 
ks;r jd¾;dfõ' fndfydaúg fujeks isoaëka m%sh iïNdIK W;aij" 
mdie,a isiqka i|yd ielfik lEu yd ksoyia fj<o l,dmh 
wdY%s;j mÈl fõÈldfõ úlsfKk n;a melÜ iïnkaOj jd¾;d 
fõ' wdydr wdrlaIs;;d Wjÿre j,g fuf,i u. ie,fik wdldr 
lsysmhls' m<uqjekak" jeä mßudjka f,i fndcqka ms<sfh< 
lsÍfï§" msiSfï yd r;aùfï ld,h fláùu u.ska wdydruh 

wuqøjHhkays mj;sk nelaàßhd iïmq¾Kfhkau úkdY fkdùuh' 
fojekak" msiQ fndcqka l,a;nd.ekSu ksid nelaàßhd .yKh 
jeäùu fukau nelaàßhd u.ska ksmofjk úI fndcqka ;=, 
;ekam;a ùuh' w;a fyda wmsßisÿ NdKav yd .eàu fukau" wmsßisÿ 
c,fhka Ndck fia§u ksid nelaàßhdjka msiQ fndcqka u;g 
tlaùu f;jekakh' fndcqka u; tlajk nelaàßhd b;d iS.%fhka 
WjÿreldÍ uÜgï olajd jefâ'

wdydr ms<sfh< lsÍfï kùk ;dlaIK l%u fj; keUqreùu;a 
iu.u msiSfuka miqj meh lsysmhla l,a;nd.;a fndcqka" laIqoar 
;rx. ^uhslafrda fõõ& Wÿka Ndú;fhka r;a lsÍu mqreoaolaj we;' 
CIqø ;rx. r;a lsÍu u.ska CIqøÔúka iekska úkdY fõ' tfy;a tu 
Ôúka u.ska fndcqka u; uqod yßk ,o iuyr úI j¾. úkdY 
fkdfõ' wêl nelaàßhd.yKhka fndcqka u; l%shd;aul jQ 
wjia:djkays§" CIqø ;rx. Wÿka Ndú;h mjd wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh 
/l§fï id¾:l l%uhla fkdjkq we;' meh .Kkla WKqiqï mßir 
WIaK;ajfha ;sîu ksid fyda" ikSmdrlaIl fkdjk wdydr msiSfï 
.;s mej;=ï ksid wêl nelaàßhd .yK ìysfõ'

ukd úoHd;aul miqìula u; yd m¾fhaIK u.ska jgyd.;a idlaIs 
u; wdydr wdrlaIs;;d l%ufõohka ie,iqï lr we;' tu 
l%ufõohka u.ska f.dúfmd< wiajekak ire lr.ekSug j.djkag 
tlalrk oE fukau wiajkq fk,d.ekSu" miq wiajkq md,kh" 
wdydr ieliSu" .nvdlrKh yd mdßfNda.sl fj<|fmd, olajd 
m%jdykfha § ms<smeÈhhq;= wdrlaIs; mshjr meyeÈ,slr we;' tu 
l%ufõohka md,kh i|yd kS;s Í;s ilialr we;' kshñ; 
l%ufõohka n,dfmdfrd;a;=jk whqre bgqjkafkaoehs mÍlaId 
lsÍug mqyqKq ks,OdÍka m;alr we;' fuu wdrlaIl l%ufõohkag 
wkql+, ùu u; n,dfmdfrd;a;= ;eîug wu;rj" ;u fi!LHh 
ms<sn| l,amkdldÍ ùu mdßfNda.sl wdrlaIdjg rel=,ls' fi!LHh 
ms<sn| l,amkdldÍ ùu yryd ;u mjqf,a iy ys;j;=kaf.a wdydr 
wdrlaIs;;djh ie,fia'

úoHd;aul mokula u; f.dv ke.=kq kS;s yd Wmfoia ud,djla 
wdydr l¾udka;h yd ne£ mj;S' tf,i md,kh jQ wdydr 
l¾udka;hlska ,efnk marÓm, w;aú¢kafka mdßfNda.slhdh' 
mdßfNda.slhd tu M,h Wmßuj w;aú£ug we;s myiqlï ms<sn|j 
oekqj;a úh hq;=h' fj<|fmd, fj; bÈßm;a jk iEu wdydr 
melÜgqjlu fyda nyd¨ulu f,an,hla we;' wdydrfha wka;¾.; 
fldgia" wdl,k ixfhda." j¾Kl wdÈh ms<sn| ,ehsia;=jla 
f,an,fha we;' wkjir fyda wkdrlaIs; fldgia wdydrfha 
wka;¾.;ù fkdue;s nj yd wdydrh kS;shg wkql=, nj tu 
,ehsia;=j u.ska mdßfNda.slhd fj; iy;sl flf¾' tfukau 
wdid;añl fldgia jeks iuyrekaf.a fi!LHhg fkd.e,fmk 
øjHhka wdydrhl we;akï" ta ms<sn|j o ,ehsia;=j fmkakqï 
flf¾' wdydr msiSfï ia:dkh" msiSfuys fhfokakkaf.a msßisÿnj 
yd Tjqkaf.a .;s mej;=ï ms<sn| fi!LHuh kS;s we;' tu kS;s 
ms<smÈkafka oehs fidhd ne,Sug yd" ksis kS;suh mshjr .ekSug 
uyck fi!LH ks,OdÍka m;a fldg we;' mdßfNda.sl wdrlaIdj 
fjkqfjkau lemjQ mdßfNda.sl wêldßhla we;' tys fCIa;% 
ks,OdÍka rg ;=, wdydr wdrlaIs;;djh /lfoa' hïlsis wdydrhl 
wdrlaIs;;djh ms<sn| ielhla u;=jkafka kï" th ksis ks,OdÍka 
fj; oekqï§u mdßfNda.sl j.lSuh'

wdydr wdrlaIs;;d l<ukdlrKh" mdßfNda.sl fi!LHh fj; 
keUqrejQ l%u iuqodhls' mdßfNda.slhd tys jeo.;a mqrells' wdydr 
ksmehqï-ieliqï- fj<| odufha wjidk jdisodhlhd 
mdßfNda.slhd h' jdisodhlfhla f,i oekqj;aj l%shd lsÍu u.ska" 
Tyqg ;u jdisfhys Wmßuh iudch fj; ,nd§ug lghq;= l, 
yelsh' cd;Hka;r wdydr wdrlaIs;;d Èkhl cd;sl jeo.;alu 
jkafka wdydr oduhg iïnkaO ish,a,kaf.a tluq;=j ;=,ska 
mdßfNda.sl Ôú;h jvd;a iqjm;a lsÍuh' wms Y%S ,dxlslhka f,i 
fuu cd;Hka;r l%shdj,sfhys iyNd.slrejka fjuq'
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The readiness of Sri Lanka to accept globally marketed GM Foods
A webinar on “The readiness of Sri Lankans to accept globally marketed GM Foods” 

stwas organized by IFSTSL on 31  January 2021. The speaker of the webinar was Dr. 
Niranjan Rajapakse, Senior Lecturer, Department of Food Science & Technology, 
University of Peradeniya. He discussed on the potential future of genetically modified 
foods during the session. The event also helped to promote IFSTSL as a significant 
number of university students attended the webinar. IFSTSL wishes to thank the 
resource person and all participants.
  

How to start a sustainable food processing business
A free webinar, on “How to start a sustainable food processing business” organized 
by IFSTSL held on 28th February 2021. The speaker of the webinar was Dr. (Mrs) Ilmi 
Hewajulige-Additional Director General (R&D), Senior Deputy Director, Food 
Technology Section, Industrial Technological Institute. Dr. Ilmi discussed a timely 
needed topic. Participants were able to gather new knowledge of starting a 
sustainable food business. IFSTSL wishes to thank the speaker and all participants.

Personalized nutrition: optimizing the interaction between diet and 
individual
A webinar on “Personalized nutrition: optimizing the interaction between diet and 

thindividual” organized by IFSTSL on 27  March 2021. The speaker of the webinar was 
Prof. K.D.R. Renuka Silva, Professor of Nutrition & Department Chair, Department of 
Applied Nutrition, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka. Prof. Renuka Silva provided 
guidance to participants based on his experience. IFSTSL wishes to express gratitude to 
all participants and the speaker Prof. Renuka Silva for the support extended to make 
the webinar successful.    

 “Polthel Aflatoxin Sulamula”( Sinhala medium)
A webinar on fmd,af;,a we*a,fgdlaiska iq,uq, organized by IFSTSL on 10th of April 
2021. The speaker of the webinar was Emeritus Professor Upali Samarajeewa. 
Prof.Samarajeewa provided many examples to participants based on his experiences. 
This event helped to promote IFSTSL as a significant number of participants attended 
the webinar. IFSTSL wishes to thank the resource person-Prof. Samarajeewa   and all 
participants. The webinar was attended by more than one hundred and fifty 
participants and they successfully utilized the opportunity. Professor has moderated a 
Q & A session where the participants clarified several important aspects regarding the 
presentation made.

zz Tfí wdydrj, nyqpl%Sh wfrdaueál yhsfv%dldnk we;sjkafka flfiao@ZZ 
A webinar was organized by IFSTSL and successfully held on 24th April 2021. Emeritus 
Professor Upali Samarajeewa served as the resource person and with his long 
experience in food safety and food analysis, he provided a comprehensive explanation 
on the occurrence of poly aromatic hydrocarbons in food and their negative health 
impacts. He gave special attention to ways in controlling the occurrence PAH by using 
good practices. Webinar was well attended representing university undergraduates, 
food industrialists, researchers and scientists.  

From University to Food Industry: Challenges and Way Outs
thA webinar was conducted by Dr Sujeewa Gunaratne on 29  May 2021 on the topic of 

'From University to Food Industry – Challenges and Way outs' for university 
undergraduates.  The key objective of this webinar was to discuss the challenges that 
undergraduates experience during the current Covid environment, share with them 
the food industry expectations, explain various job opportunities available in industry 
and how undergraduates can prepare themselves amidst the challenges to take job 
opportunities in food industries.  Undergraduates asked questions and clarified their 
concerns.  We wish to offer special thanks to Emeritus Prof. Upali Samarajeewa for 
joining from Canada and supporting the students by providing answers to their 
questions.

Food Safety and Wrecked Ship
 A webinar on “Food Safety and Wrecked Ship” was organized by IFSTSL on 10th of June, 
2021. The speaker of the webinar was Emeritus Professor Upali Samarajeewa. He 
guided participants based on his experience. Prof. Samarajeewa moderated a Q & A 
session where the participants clarified several important aspects related to the hot-
topic. The webinar was attended by more than one hundred and sixty participants and 
they successfully utilized the opportunity. IFSTSL wishes to express gratitude to all 
participants and the speaker Prof. Samarajeewa for the support extended to make the 
webinar successful.    
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Emeritus Professor Upali Samarajeewa is appointed as Senior Trade Specialist in the project  “Feed- the-

Future Bangladesh Trade Activity”  funded by United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 

The project aims in improving the trade and business enabling environment through reforms. He is assigned 

to strengthen the export-oriented laboratory testing system in Bangladesh to meet requirements of ISO 

17025:2017 International Standard.  The project would enhance Food Safety and Sanitary and Phytosanitary 

(SPS) procedures to reduce the loss of export potential and ineffectiveness in trade. He would be serving as a 

remote advisor to Bangladesh laboratories from Canada, pending clearance of COVID 19 travel restrictions. 

Senior Trade Special to Bangladesh

Ÿ Persons interested in becoming the members of the IFTSL are requested to obtain the application form from the 
office, official website or contact Ms. Sandya Ferenando (011- 7548770). Duly completed applications should be 
submitted to the IFSTSL office with hard copies of required documents.

Ÿ IFSTSL membership is open to all those who are engaged in the 
food industry. The following membership categories are available 
for individual applicants and corporate bodies.

 - Fellow members

 - Associate members

 - Student members

 - Corporate members

 - Associate corporate members

 - Interim members

Ÿ Entrance fee will be Rs. 1000.00 for individual members and Rs. 
5000.00 for corporate members. Annual subscription is Rs. 2500.00 
for Fellows and Associate members; Rs. 15,000.00 for Associate 
Corporate members.

Ÿ Annual subscription for Interim members is Rs. 5000.00 for 
companies and Rs. 2000 for individuals. 

Ÿ No annual subscription is charged for student members. 

No 21D, Polhengoda Garden, Colombo 05

Tel: 0117548770    Fax: 0117548771    Email: ifstslinfo@gmail.com 

Contact us :

How to apply for IFSTSL membership?

Ÿ   To create an apex body representative of professionals 

involved with the processed food industry of Sri Lanka.

Ÿ  T o uplift the level of professionalism within the food 

processing sector in the country.

Ÿ  T o benchmark and promote best practices beneficial to the 

national processed food industry.

Ÿ  T o interact at an advisory level with state bodies engaging the 

government and consumer representation in all national 

policies and regulatory matters.

Ÿ  T o serve as a forum for professionals to exchange ideas, 

conduct research and promote innovation.

OBJECTIVES OF IFSTSL

Ÿ  T o conduct educational programs, training programs, award 

certificates and engage in any knowledge infusing activities 

which benefit the sector.

Ÿ  T o develop, nurture and promote the national image and the 

competitiveness of the food processing sector.

Ÿ  T o pursue co-ordination and interaction with Non- 

Governmental Organizations, International Funding Agencies 

and fellow professional bodies in furtherance of these 

objectives.

Ÿ  T o undertake all matters incidental or conducive to the 

attainment of these objectives.

Ifstsl Colombo


	1: 500
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	10: 1000

